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Doesn’t Religion Lead to Violence? 

• Kenneth Chase & Alan Jacobs, Must Christianity Be Violent? Reflections on History, 
Practice and Theology (Brazos, 2003) 

• Meic Pearse, The Gods of War: Is Religion the Primary Cause of Violent Conflict (IVP, 
2007) 

 
What about the Old Testament? 

• Paul Copan, Is God a Moral Monster? Making Sense of the Old Testament God (Baker, 
2011) 

• Tremper Longman III & Daniel Reid, God Is a Warrior (Zondervan, 1995) 
• Tremper Longman III, Confronting Old Testament Controversies: Pressing Questions 

about Evolution, Sexuality, History and Violence (Baker, 2019) 
• Christopher J. H. Wright, The God I Don’t Understand: Reflections on Tough Questions of 

Faith (Zondervan, 2008) 
 
What about the Crusades? (And the Inquisition? And…) 

• Vincent Carroll & David Shiflett, Christianity On Trial: Arguments Against Anti-religious 
Bigotry (Encounter, 2002) –chapters 4 &5 

• John Dickson, Bullies and Saints: An Honest Look at the Good and Evil of Christian History 
(Zondervan, 2021 

o Also note: John’s, For the Love of God documentary: 
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/fortheloveofgodcinema  

• Norman Housley, Fighting for the Cross: Crusading to the Holy Land (Yale, 2008) 
• Thomas F. Madden, The Concise History of the Crusades (Rowan & Littlefield, 2013) 
• Jeffrey Burton Russell, Exposing Myths About Christianity (IVP, 2012) –chapters 10-14, 

37- 39 
• Rodney Stark, God’s Battalions: The Case for the Crusades (HarperCollins, 2009) 

 
What about Just War / Self-Defense? 

• J. Daryl Charles, Between Pacifism and Jihad: Just War and the Christian Tradition (IVP, 
2005) 

• J. Daryl Charles & Timothy J. Demy, War, Peace and Christianity: Questions and Answers 
from a Just War Perspective (Crossway, 2010) 

• Robert Clouse (editor), War: Four Christian Views (BMH, 1986) 
• Robert A. Morey, When is it Right to Fight? (P&R, 1985) 

 
 


